
The Washington Humane Society (WHS) is the Congressionally-chartered animal welfare agency in the United States and has 
been the leading voice for animals in the District of Columbia since 1870. WHS provides protection and care to nearly 30,000 
animals each year through its broad range of programs and services including: sheltering, adoption, humane law enforcement, 
spay and neuter, humane education, human – animal rehabilitation programs, and lost and found services. For more information, 
please visit www.washhumane.org. 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
   June 26, 2013  

 
       Media Contact:  
       Scott Giacoppo, 202-207-7257 
       sgiacoppo@washhumane.org  
 
 
 

UPDATE: DC Bear Released to the Wild 
 
 

Washington, DC – Earlier today, the Washington Humane Society (WHS) reported that WHS Animal 
Care and Control Officers, in partnership with the District of Columbia Department of Health (DC DOH) 
and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), successfully tranquilized and trapped a black bear 
spotted near the intersection of 49th Street and Glenbrook Road, NW.  
 
WHS received a call early this morning reporting the black bear sighting. WHS Officers immediately 
responded to the scene where MPD Officers had surrounded the area they believed the bear to be hiding.  
 
The bear appeared frightened and proceeded to run through the backyards of many residential homes in 
the area. WHS Animal Care and Control Officers followed close behind, and after an approximately two 
hour chase, WHS Officer Peter Martel was able to get a clear view of the bear and darted him with a 
tranquilizer. Once hit, the bear ran a short distance and was recovered safe and sound in the backyard of a 
nearby residence. 
 
The bear was evaluated and determined to be healthy. With the assistance of the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources and DC DOH, the black bear was transported to the wilderness in the western part of 
Montgomery County, MD and released.  
 
In general, black bears pose no threat to the public. If you spot a black bear in the District, do not 
approach, call DC Animal Care and Control (202-576-6664).  
 
Video Link: http://youtu.be/8PuuqBQTXdY  
Photo and Video Credit: Courtesy of the Washington Humane Society 
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