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Poisoned Pill Pockets Unfounded 
 
 
Washington, DC – On Thursday, June 27, 2013 the Washington Humane Society (WHS) was alerted to 
the claim that someone was alleged to be leaving poisoned dog treats in the Logan Circle area of 
Washington, DC.   
 
“After a thorough investigation by our Humane Law Enforcement division, we cannot substantiate the 
claim that there is anyone out there intentionally attempting to harm pets,” Scott Giacoppo, WHS VP of 
External Affairs reports, adding, “Our investigation has revealed that one dog has been reported sick 
from the consumption of an unknown toxin. After a thorough investigation, which included outreach to 
every veterinary clinic in the District, we have received no evidence to indicate that this was intentional, 
happened in a public space or that there may be a threat to animal safety.” 
 
Humane Law Enforcement Officers have been in contact with the owner of the dog who has gotten sick. 
Based on his limited cooperation, and the lack of direct evidence to support the claim, WHS has decided 
to close the investigation. Humane Law Enforcement will re-open the case if and when additional 
evidence is discovered. 
 
WHS maintains that pet owners should always be cautious of potentially hazardous materials when 
walking pets in public areas. Dr. Megan McAndrew, WHS Medical Director, advises that you bring your 
pet to a veterinarian immediately if you notice signs of nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, 
weakness, rapid or difficult breathing, or pale, dark or blue gums within 12 hours after your pet may 
have eaten an unknown substance. 
 
WHS will be holding a press conference at 2:00pm this afternoon for additional information: 
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### 

The Washington Humane Society (WHS) is the only Congressionally-chartered animal welfare agency in the United States and 
has been the leading voice for animals in the District of Columbia since 1870. WHS provides protection and care to nearly 
30,000 animals each year through its broad range of programs and services including: sheltering, adoption, humane law 
enforcement, spay and neuter, humane education, human – animal rehabilitation programs, and lost and found services. For 
more information, please visit www.washhumane.org. 
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